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Politically Sensitive "Secreis’

By Jack Taylor
Btar? Triter i
WASHINGTON — For the last eight
months, sensitive U.S. intelligence infor;na-
tion has been handled under 2 new and unu-
sual system that effectively cuts off most
congreasjonal, military and other govern-'
ment ofticials, sources familiar with t‘he Sys- :
tem told The Daily Oklahoman Friday.

The new security classiticaticn system
was secretly ordered by President Carter on
Jan. 7. It installed a classification called
“Royal” above the previons highest classifi-
cation, “Top Secret,” the sources said.

The “Royal” system is considered highly
unusual by the intelligence community be-
cause it is vague and general in scope and is
not associated with protecting sensitive
.:ources or particularly sensitive informa-

ion.

The tive sources, all of whom deal with ex-
Er_em__ely sensitive intelligence on a daily ba-

sis, contend the “Royal” classification is in-
tended primarily to protect only politically
sensitive information.

The real etfect, the five sources contend, is
protecting President Carter frem potential
embarrassment.

However, an administration official said
¥Friday, “Those allegations are totally false.”

The ofticial denied that “Royal” is in use,
saying it is part of a classification system

)tlia! has not yet been implemented by the

government. .
*It’s part of a new and still un-xmplerr}e.nt-
ed system for handling extremely sensitive
classified informatien,” the official said.
“Within that system, ‘Royal’ is only one of
many designations.” .
The tive sources say the type of inteili-
gence classitied in “Royal” is sometimes of
more signiticance from a political than an
intelligence viewpoint. .
_For example, some intercepted diplomatic

‘e among Libyan diplomats was
cable traftic among D g

jven the “Royal” treatment — In
fhe cable in which the Libyans described the
President’s brother, Billy, as “our agent of
influence.” e .
Other information classified Royal, anfl
therefore restricted to only a handtul of ofti-

cials in government, according to the sourc-

es, has included: . )
— Reports surfacing early this year, sup-
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pressed for two mo'nths!,
within the intelligence|
community, that the So-,
viet Union had conduct-
ed tests in November of;
a new surface-to-ai:‘i
missile, the SA-10. The,
administration still has;,
not acknowledged the'
reports, though they:
have become an issue in |
Congress because of the !
potential violation of
both the Anti-Ballistic
Missile and SALT I
treaties.

— The more signifi-
cant reports about the
Soviet invasion of Af-
ghanistan, including de-
tails that the adminis-
tration had received its
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first intelligence, based
on deployment of initial
small units of Soviet
trocps, weeks bofore the |
actual infusion of'
enough troeps to call it
aninvasion. :
“All '‘Royzi does is in-
stitutinnalize this sort
of thing,” one source
said. "Nobady sees the
infermation, 8o it’ can
never become an issue.”
The new system’is so
resirictive that even
the Naticnal Intelli-
gence Daily, a summary
sent to only 100 key in-
dividuals in govern-
ment, has become de-
void of meaningful in-
formation — or, as one
senator put it privately,
“lifeless."” ; i
- The very existencé of
the “Royal” system is
¢ seere) thit ™anr

membors 07 SORAracs,

muitacy  ofiicers  sad
other government otfi-
cials who have “Top Se~
cret” clearances don't
even know it exists.
'\Rep. Philip M. Crane,
an Illinojs Republican
who was ah early presi-
dential cadndidate this’

year, was surprised
when asked about it Fri-
day.
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‘and House intelligence

° “I've ‘nevér h=ard of
it,” he ‘said. “But i's
certainly intriguing and
I intend to find out
about . i

Cnly eight members
of Congress — four seu-
ators and four congress-
men — have baen given
access to “Royal” .infor-
mation. -

In the  Senate, they
are Sen. Birch Bayh, 5~ !
Ind; Sen. Barry Goldwa-
ter, R-Ariz.; Sea. How-
ard Baker, RTenn,, and
Sen. Robert ‘Byrd, D-
W-V“;-; S
.~ The only congression-
al siaff members given
Access ars the staff di-
rectors of the Senate

.commiitees. !
‘ Rut becaus2 “Roval™:
information is closely-|
held, even the eizht
members of Congresds
are unlikely to be aware
of its dally digest unless
‘they take the time io g9
.to intelligence comiult-
tee offices eazh day to
re>d i) ths sources
sall.

“When you establish
something this restric-
tive, you, in efiect, deny
access to the minority
party, which could have
an elfect on policy,” one
source said. “In fact, it
is agalhst administra-
tion policy which re-
quires making all veri-
fications and SALT vio-
lations available to all :
parties.” .

Politically sensitive |
information such as !
some intercepted Lib- !
yan diplomatic cables |
concerniag Billy Carter
never get to Republican
memba2s of Cohgrésy
the sources s'am.-jd}}.l
causz the system is'ef: .
Feciyaly cantrolled ¢y
the cdinistrations ¥ |

tassing information.”

- will appear, publicly at !

.become an issue. -

TR mal gotelligencw
tiva is classi-
Toniidential,” “Se-
arw T ar Top Sacret.”
: are special:
vame .classifica-
22yond “Top Se-
weat’” f communica-
tions intelligence, sate]-
iitz photography, fotel.!
ligeace  collection!
qethods and crypto-i
graphMe tachnology. i
2ut, uanlike “P.oyal."ﬁ
which fits the broader'
vy of general in- |
genca, all “code '
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ources knowledge- |
about “Royal,” :
igelew Brzezinski,
a2 president’s national -
securily adviser who
personally picked the
“Roysal,”” wrote

th2 rew system Is de- .
signad

‘to protect  the
‘regardless of

“That translates, -
said cne source *'to frro-
teciing politically seasiv
tive, potentialiy embaje,

Qstensibly, the souwe-
es sald, the. directive
implementing this Sys-
tem states thas it'ig in-
tendeqd to provide selec-
tive key policymakers
wlih advanced intelli-
gence o they can for-
mulate positions thar !

least, more timely and
responsive. should a
subject of the reports
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